
Irina Bogdanova was born in St. Petersburg. At the age of six she began piano lessons at 
Okhta Center of Aesthetic Education in her hometown, with Irina Terentieva and Galina 
Ehrngren. She was graduated there with gold medal in 1992. From an early age she gave 
her first concerts in St.-Petersburg in a.o. House of Composers and House Ofitserov. She 
studied then (1992-1995) at Music Institute Hertzen of Pedagogical University in St. 
Petersburg (in piano class by Yuri Stoyanov) and took special pianoclasses with Nina 
Perunova  Ochta Center of Aesthetic Education and Galina Kalinina at Culture Institute 
St.-Petersburg piano department. She traveled often with concerts, first with singing 
company, and then as an accompanist and pianist to Europe, England and USA. She 
travelled for the first time with the concerts to the Netherlands in 1988. Than in 1995 she 
settled there in Twente and started to work as an accopmanist to Christelijk Mannenkoor 
Vriezenveen and De Vriezenveense Harmonie. She travelled with those two goups in 
Netherlads and abroad and participated in competitions. Years 1993-1997 were also a 
kind of search for the true nature: classical singing or piano. She also studied classical 
singing at Conservatorium Zwolle with Felix Schoonenboom (1995-1997) and took piano 
lessons with Henry Struiwig. When her singing teacher heard her piano playing, he said: 
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